Copyright and Licence Policy

01. Purpose and Principles

The Sri Lanka Journal of Menopause (SLJM) is committed to the free and open dissemination of scientific
knowledge related to menopause, midlife women’s health, reproductive ageing, and associated fields. In
line with the principles of transparency, collaboration, and innovation in research, the journal adopts a
full open-access publishing model and applies a Creative Commons license to all published articles. This
policy outlines the journal’s approach to copyright ownership, licensing, authors’ responsibilities, and

permitted uses by third parties.
02. Copyright Ownership

Authors who publish in the Sri Lanka Journal of Menopause retain full copyright over their work. Upon
acceptance, authors grant the journal a non-exclusive license to publish, archive, distribute, and

disseminate the work in both print and electronic formats.

This arrangement ensures that:

® Authors continue to hold legal rights to their work.

® Authors may reuse their work in future publications (books, chapters, lectures, educational

materials, etc.), provided proper citation of the original SLJM publication is given.
® The journal does not claim ownership of published content; it functions as a facilitator of open-
access dissemination.

03. Open Access and Licensing

All articles in SLJM are made freely and permanently accessible online upon publication, with no

subscription or access charges. The journal upholds the principles of the Budapest Open Access Initiative.

To enable broad and unrestricted use of published material, SLJM applies the Creative Commons

Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0) to all published articles.

Under this license, users may:

® Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format
® Adapt —remix, transform, translate, or build upon the material

® Use for any purpose, including commercial use

Users must:

® Provide appropriate credit to SL]JM and the original author(s)
e Include a link to the CC BY 4.0 license
® Indicate whether changes were made

® Not use technological restrictions (e.g., DRM) that limit others’ ability to use the work under

the same license

Full license terms: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



04. Required Licensing Statement

Each article published in SL]JM will include the statement:

“This article is published under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International
License (CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the Sri Lanka Journal of Menopause and the original author(s) are properly
credited. The full license terms are available at

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.”

This statement will appear in the article’s full text, PDF, and metadata supplied to indexing and archiving

services.

05. Authors’ Responsibilities

Authors submitting to SLJM must ensure that:

The submitted work is original, has not been previously published, and is not under consideration

elsewhere.

The article does not infringe any copyright, intellectual property, or proprietary rights.

All data, figures, and previous work are properly cited.

All funding sources, institutional affiliations, and potential conflicts of interest are fully declared.
By submitting a manuscript, authors agree to publication under the CC BY 4.0 license.

Authors may reuse their published content elsewhere, provided SLJM is appropriately
acknowledged. Duplicate publication without disclosure and approval is prohibited.

06. Third-Party Content

If a manuscript contains figures, tables, images, or material reproduced from prior publications or third-

party sources, authors must:

Obtain written permission from the original copyright holder when required.
Clearly acknowledge the source in the article.

Third-party content not covered by CC BY 4.0 must be identified, and its reuse may be
restricted. The CC license does not apply to patents, trademarks, or personality rights.

07. Rights of Readers, Educators, and Practitioners

Under the CC BY 4.0 license, all users—including researchers, educators, practitioners, and the public—

rnay :

Reproduce, distribute, translate, or adapt content from SLJM
Use content for commercial and non-commercial purposes

Users must provide full attribution to the original authors, article title, journal name, and link to
the publication and license. Any modifications must be clearly indicated. Users may not impose

legal or digital restrictions that limit others’ rights to reuse the material.

08. Journal Responsibilities



SLJM is responsible for:

® Clearly marking all published content with the applicable Creative Commons license
® Ensuring perpetual open access to all published articles
° Archiving articles in reliable repositories to guarantee long—term preservation

e The Editorial Board is committed to maintaining ethical publishing standards and promoting

responsible reuse of scholarly work.
09. Legal Framework

This policy is governed by the intellectual property laws of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
and aligns with the international framework established by Creative Commons. All stakeholders—
authors, users, reviewers, and editors—must comply with these regulations and with the terms of the
CC BY 4.0 license.

10. Contact Information

For inquiries regarding permissions, licensing, or copyright concerns, please contact:
Editorial Office

Sri Lanka Journal of Menopause
Menopause Society of Sri Lanka
No. 112, Model Farm Road
Colombo 08, Sri Lanka

Email: srilankaiournaloiincnopause@gmaii.Corn

Website: www.menopause.lk
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